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CAMCCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Chairman  of  the  Council  ...  ,,,  Mr.  W.  E,  Hawthorne. 

Vice-Chairman  ...  Mr,  J.  V/alton. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  ,,,  Mr.  J.  Walton, 
Chairman  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  Coramittoe  ...  Mr.  S#  H.  Harvey. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical" Officer  of  Health. 

W.  Stewart,  M.B, , Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  till  25th  Oct.,  1939. 

Buncan.T.  McAinsh,  M.C, , M.A. , M.B. , Ch.B.  from  26th  Oct,,  1939. 

Acting  M.O.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  T.  H.  Hall,  Certificate  R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Q,  Richardson,  M.S.I.A.,  Certificate  R.S.I.  & S%I*J,E.B»4 
Certificate  for  Moat  & Pood  Inspector. 

One  Clerk. 

-oOo- 

of  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cheslva  Hay. 

Medical  Superintendent. 

0.  Vf.  R,  Tomkinson,  M.B.  , Ch.B. 

Matron. 

Miss  M.  G.  Lawton,  S.R.N, 

Onei  Staff  Nurse,  throe  probationers,  one  V/ard  Maid, 
one  Cook-General,  Porter  and  Portress,  Ambulance 
Driver  (part-time). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District 
Council:- 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  People  and  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
District  for  the  year  1939.  It  is  type-written  instead 
of  printed;  it  is  abbreviated  in  form  and  in  detail,  though 
the  particulars  for  a fuller  Report  are  available  and  are 
being  kept  for  possible  future  use.  This  alteration  in 
format  and  bulk  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  necessity  of  economy 
both  in  time  and  in  material  which  the  vlar  imposes.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  contained  in 
Circularsi 961  of  the  1 6th  February,  1940  and  2067  of  19th  July, 
1940  have  been  a guide  as  to  the  scope  of  the  Report. 

The  main  pre-occupation  of  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
year  was  in  preparing  the  First  Aid  arrangements  and  training 
the  necessary  personnel  for  the  struggle  which  became  with  the 
passing  montns  more  imminent.  With  the  outbreak  of  war  this 
work  occupied  even  more  time : within-  two  months  of  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  had  to  meet  the  further  strain  consequent  on  the 
departure  of  Dr.  Vf.  Stewart  to  take  up  the  post  of  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Southampton.  In  spite  of  all 
this  the  routine  Public  Health  work  was  maintained  as  nearly 
as  possible  on  the  lines  that  previously  obtained. 

The  various  tables  of  statistics  are  appended  with 
any  necessary  comments. 

I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DUNCAN  T.  McAINSH. 

ActingMedical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres):  55,  256  - unchanged. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population: 
23,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to  the 
rate  book:  5,950. 

Rateable  Value  is  £88,003,  and  a penny  rate  produces  £346, 


BIRTIiSo 


Male  Female  Total 


Total  Live  Births,  1 80  170 

^gitimate  1/6  1 66 

illegitimate  L I 

Still  Births?  all  of  these  legitimate  3 3 


350 

342 

8 

6 


Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  for  the  District:  14.868, 
Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  for  England  & Wales:  1 5.000. 

Still  Births  16.8  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still j births. 
Still  Birth  rate  *25  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Birth  rate  England  & VJales  .59  per  1 ,000  population. 


The  number  of  births  in  the  district  during  1939  was 
the  lowest  for  ten  years,  being  76  lower  than  in  1938. 


The  number  of  still  births  was  the  lowest  for  ten  years 
and  the  Still  Birth  rate  for  the  district  for  1939  was  for 
the  first  time  in  ten  years  below  the  Still  Birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


DEATHS. 

Total;-  181  Male  97  Female  84. 

Local  Crude  Death  Rate:  7.84  per  1,000  population. 

Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate:  8.90  per  1 popula-tion. 

Death  Rate  for  England  A Y/ales:  12.10  per  1 ,000  population. 

The  Death  Rate,  compared  with  immediately  proceeding  years, 
was  lower  and  continued  appreciably  lower  than  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole. 

For  a second  year  in  successionthere  were  no  deaths  from 
Puerperal  Causes. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  the  country  was  2.82  ner 
1 ,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 


The  main  causes  of  Death  over  the  past  three  years  were  •- 

1139  1938  1 937.' 


Diseases  of  Heart  and 

Circulation.  

Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

Cancer  ...  

Violence,  including  Suicide 
Congenital  Debility,  Malfoimi- 
ation  and  Premature  Birth. 


68 

6l 

86 

21 

28 

21 

21 

30 

31 

10 

14 

15 

15 

18 

10 
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DEATHS  OF  INFaNTS  UInIDER  0I\1E  YEaR  OF  AGE . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  20,  of  which 
2 were  illegitimate. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  57.14* 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  52.63. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  250.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  agesj  21. 

” ” Measles  (all  Ages)  Nil. 

” ” \7hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 

" ” Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil, 

NURSING  IN  THE  H^ME,  fUiBULANCE  FACILITIES  AND  HOSPITALS, 

PUBLIC  'im~WTJwmrr. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  which  held  for 
the  previous  year  in  any  of  these  services. 

LAB  ORATORY  FACILITIES 


Extensive  use  was  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the 
County  Laboratory  at  Stafford,  both  by  General  Practitioners 
in  the  area  and  by  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

INCIDENCE  OF  SCaRLET  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA  aND 

PMBinNIA  DURING  THE  TEN  YEARS 

iwzrm 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

W5U 

43 

39 

12 

1 931 

21 

27 

28 

1932 

37 

31 

22 

1933 

22 

12 

19 

1934 

81 

16 

19  ■ 

1935 

64 

28 

29 

1936 

90 

14 

32 

1937 

1 89 

33 

39 

1938 

105 

46 

37 

1939 

43 

75 

36 
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NOTiFiABIE 

diseases  other  TRAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 

UHRiHO  THE  YEAR  1939 

DISEASE  0 

Total 

Case  s 

ToIaT 

Cases 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

• o • e 0 • 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . o 0 . • A3 

38 

— 

Diphtheria 

75 

O»0  OOtf  f 

75 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• 0 m 7 

6 

— 

Pneumonia  ..o 

56 

0 0*  • 0 • 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

• o«  «oe  l5 

X 

J 

— 

Meningitis 

2 

0 0 « o • • L- 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatnrum  ..o  2 

1 

-- 

Dysentery 

0 0 o toe  1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS,  YEAR  1 939. 

NEW  CASES  deaths 

AGS  PERIODS  Pulmonary  Hon-  Pulmonary  Wm 

Pulmonary  Pul.monnrv 

M P M F M F~  ' If 


0 to  1 

1 and 
5 

1 0 '* 

1 5 
20  '' 

25  ” 

35  " 

A5  " 

55  " 


year 

upwards 

'll 

M 

li 

n 

ii 

(1 

'•I 


2 

1 1 ~ - 1 

2 - - - . 

2 - - - 1 


TOTALS  ...  7 2 2 - 2 ^ 
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HOSPITALSo 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  as  Medical  Superintendent 
of  your  Hospital  for  the  year  1 939. 

During  this  year,  only  cases  connected  with 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted. 

Accommodation  for  diphtheria  was  taxed  to  its 
uttermost  and  many  cases  from  other  authorities  had  to  be 
refused. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  were  of  a certain 
severe  type  known  as  "gravis"  : in  this,  the  onset  is  very 
sudden,  so  that  many  cases  were  gravely  ill  when  admitted  to 
hospital.  This  in  my  opinion  accounts  for  the  fatality  rates 
being  higher  than  usual,  and  I find  that  other  authorities 
have  had  the  same  experience. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  less  than 
previously  and  generally  speaking  of  a mild  nature,  and 
although  there  were  complications,  again  mostly  of  the  heart, 
these  were  relatively  few. 
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Diphtheria 

Diphtheria 

Observatior 

1 

: 

; .r-’  . 

i U 

> o o 
j XU--: 

1 4-3 

xi 

1 O-  O 
•r-l  O 

P) 

Cases  admitted  in  1938 
and  discharged  in  1939 

1 

12 

\ 

Cases  admitted  and  dis- 
charged in  1 939. 

62 

1 

'll  2 

7 

11 

■■  1 

Cases  admitted  in  1939 
and  discharged  in  194-0 

6 

! 10 

1 

Average  duration  of 
stay  in  days. 

32 

. 

1 

o 

1 

Cases  died.  Cannock  Rural 

Outside . 

5 

3 

I 

i 

i 

! 

1 

-1-—  -- 

1 

Diphtheria 

Carrier. 


